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Direct reactions such as nucleon transfer and fast nucleon removal are unique to probe the nuclear shell structure within the shell model formalism. These reactions have been extensively tested and used in stable nuclei studies. During this lecture, standard techniques to extract structure information from measured cross sections will be recalled.

Specificities of direct reactions applied to exotic -- and therefore weakly bound-- nuclei will be detailed. Among them, some limits of the applicability of reaction models to unstable nuclei will be discussed.

New detection developments dedicated to the study of exotic nuclei will be detailed by emphasizing their advantages to existing techniques.

